
AUTOCTONE SPECIES

Trout
Trouts are common freshwater fish in many Italian rivers and lakes. They live in mountain streams 
and in large rivers.

  Eel
 Eel is a strange fish, it looks more like a snake. But it is a long fish 
with fins. Eels are mostly nocturnal predators. 

  Cormorant
  

 Flamingo
These beautiful pink and white birds live in wetlands. They are omnivorous, 
it means they eat algaes as well as fish, insects and small crostaceans. 
Usually you can see them standing in shallow water on one leg.

Black swan
Native to Australia, black swans were introduced as ornamental birds in the 1800s, but have 
escaped and formed stable populations.

Heron
Herons have a very long 
neck and long legs. They 
live in wetlands and eat fish, 
snakes, frogs and other 
small water animals.

A medium-to-large 
fish-eater. 

It is an excellent diver.

Swan
This beautiful and elegant inhabitant of our 
rivers is one of the heaviest flying birds. 
Swans can be very aggressive in defence of their 
nests and highly protective of their babies. 
Mostly a defensive attack begins with a loud 
hiss and, if this is not sufficient to drive off the 
predator, it is followed by a physical attack. 



Wild goose
It is the ancestor of domestic goose.
These birds migrate south in winter.
Migrating, they form the classical V
in the sky.

Mallard
Mallards are common water birds in Europe. 

The male has got a bright green head. The female is 
brown.

Kingfisher
Kingfishers are brightly coloured birds. They swoop on a fish from a perch.

Marsh harrier
 A medium-sized bird of pray. It flies 
over marshlands (wetland) and hunts 
small mammals, frogs, fish, insects and 
birds.

Seagull
Seagulls are medium to large birds, usually grey or white. They 
eat fish.



INVASIVE SPECIES

Red-eared slider
A popular pet turtle, it is native to the United States and Mexico. Today it is one of the most 
invasive species in the world, because many people abandon it in the nature. In Italy it is invasive 
because it is taking over the living space of our only native Italian freshwater turtle.

Catfish
Catfish is a very big fish predator. It can be 2 m long. It is native to 
East Europe, Russia, Asia and America. In Italy it is invasive because
it is taking over the living space of our native fish predators, such as 
pike (luccio).

Coypu (nutria)
The coypu is a big, herbivorous, semiacquatic rodent. Native to South 
America, it has been introduced to Europe by fur farmers. In Italy it is 
invasive because it causes damages to river banks and to the cultivated 
fields.
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